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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To correctly judge by the use of one laser beam whether of an inner 
track or an outer track of a wobbled groove it is. 

SOLUTION: While tracking servo is executed, a predetermined offset signal is added to a tracking 
error signal, thereby detracking the tracking towards the outer circumference. A signal level of a 
wobble signal at this time is stored. A predetermined offset signal is again added to the tracking error 
signal, thereby detracking the tracking to the inner circumference. A wobble signal at this time is 
compared with the wobble signal when the tracking is detracked to the outer circumference, and it is 
detected whether an inner circumferential track or an outer circumferential track of the wobbled 
groove it is. In other words, if the wobble signal when the tracking is detracked to the outer 
circumference is larger than the wobble signal when the tracking is detracked to the inner 
circumference, it is judged as the inner circumferential track. When the wobble signal when the 
tracking is detracked to the 1 outer circumference is smaller than the wobble signal when the tracking 
is detracked to the inner circumference, it is judged as the outer circumferential track. 
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Concise explanation of the relevance with respect to 

Japane se Laid-Open Patent Application No, 40549/1998 

A. Relevance to the Above -identified Document 

The following is an English translation of passages 
related to claims 1 and 2 of the present invention. 

B • Translation o f the Relevant Passages of the Document 
[MEANS TO SOLVE THE PROBLEM] 

A recording and reproducing apparatus is 
characterized by comprising: 

generating means for generating a first offset 
signal which detracks tracking with respect to a track to 
one side of the track, and a second offset signal which 
detracks the tracking to the other side of the track; 

detecting means for detecting a first wobble signal 
obtained from an edge when the tracking is detracked to 
one side of the track, and a second wobble signal 
obtained from an edge when the tracking is detracked to 
the other side of the track; and 

judging means for judging whether the track is on 
one side of the edge or the other side of the edge by 
comparing the first and second wobble signals. 
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